
OPEN HOUSE!
Welcome to Mrs. Christensen’s … 

2018-2019

Dates to Remember
August 20th Rocket Blast Kick-off
August 28th School Picture Day

August 29th EARLY RELEASE 
August 31st Rocket Blast! 
September 3rd NO SCHOOL

September 21st Sports/Jersey Day
September 24-28th FALL BREAK

BIRTHDAYS!
We would love to celebrate your 

student’s birthday in our classroom! If 
you plan to visit or bring a treat for 
your child, please let Mrs. C know 24 

hours in advance.
Gracie June 23rd

Braeden March 24th

Addie April 21st

Contact Me
abigail.Christensen@cobbk12.org

VES # (678) 594-8298
Cell # (414) 774-3252

Schedule
You can find a copy of our current 

classroom schedule attached. Please note 
that this schedule is tentative and may be 
adjusted according to your students needs. 

WELCOME
I am OVERJOYED to have the privilege 
of spending another year with your 

AMAZING students! I chose to become 
a Special Education teacher for many 
reasons. One reason in particular is 

that our society often overlooks the 
amazing ABILITIES in the SPED 

community. I believe that each child has 
unique abilities and those abilities 

should be expanded upon regardless of 
disability. I pledge to give each of your 

students individualized instruction 
that meets their learning needs and 

love them like they are my own 
children. I look forward to working with 

your students to master both 
academic and social/functional skills 

(and have lots of fun along the way.)

mailto:Abigail.Christensen@cobbk12.org


Specials
Vaughan has a new schedule for 

specials this year! We will be operating 
on a six day “ABCDEF” schedule. Our 

Rotation is as follows:
A & D- Students will participate in one 
of the following: Library (Mrs. Adams), 
centers, or inclusion opportunities with 
general ed peers.  (Inclusion 
opportunities may take on many forms 
throughout the year….but most commonly, 
our students will integrate into the general 
ed classroom or a group of general ed
peers will join us in our classroom!) 
B- Music (Mr. Drawdy)
C- STEM (Mrs. Pitts)
E- Writing Lab (Mrs. Monroe)
F- Art (Mrs. Moulder)

(See Attached Specials Calendar for specific dates of 
rotation)

Stay in the loop
I believe that home-school communication is 
essential for student success! I am always 

available via call/text/email and willing to set up a 
conference anytime!

Blue Home Folders- Each day, your student will
bring home their blue home folder. Inside you will 
find their daily communication log, classwork, and 
any notes from the PTSA. Please check, sign and 
return daily! Thank you!
Class Blog- Don’t forget you will find all of our 
monthly newsletters and other important updates 
on our class blog!
http://vaughanrockets.typepad.com/abbie_christensen/ 

Seesaw NEW! App that gives families an 
immediate and personalized window into their 
child’s school day and makes communication with 
teachers seamless. Seesaw is a digital portfolio of 
your student including photos, videos, work 
samples, etc.! See the attached handout with your 
child’s specific QR code or sign up through the 
email sent out by Mrs. C. (Seesaw can be used on 
iOS or android and can also be accessed on a 
computer through their website!

Volunteer Opportunities
1. Laundry: (SEE P. 4) With our new towel system in place we will have a basket of dirty laundry every 

Friday to be washed, dried and returned on Monday. (PLEASE DO NOT FOLD- that will be your 
students responsibility on Monday during our functional skills training). We would love your help one 
time or on a consistent basis! (Laundry Hamper is flexible & can be sent home on bus )

2. Guest Readers: We would love to have you as a guest reader with us! You can come into school or 
send a video of yourself reading a book to Mrs. C! It would also be fun for special people in our 
students lives (Ex. Grandparents, Older siblings, Babysitters, Aunts, Uncles, Etc.) to record a read aloud 
and send it in so that our students can be surprised with familiar faces! You can choose the book or I 
can provide one for you!

If you are interested in volunteering in any way please let Mrs. C know We are also still looking for a 
volunteer to be our room mom!



Instilling Independence & saving the world

This year, one of my goals is to focusing more heavily on explicitly teaching functional, social, and 
life skills alongside our academic standards and annual IEP goals. I am very passionate about 

fostering independence in students at a young age. Last year, our classroom used more paper 
towels than any other classroom at Vaughan! We also used a large amount of single use un-

recyclable plastic and paper products. Our small class was doing more disruption to the 
environment (and budget) than classes of 20-30 students. How crazy! Over the summer, these 
two streams of though continuously cycled through my mind and I decided that this year our 

class was going to make a change!

Introducing our new, limited-waste plan to foster independence & teach functional living skills. 
Each student now has a set of dishes, hand towels, and cubbies that they are responsible for.  

Each student will also be assigned 3 “class job responsibilities” to complete every day each week. 

Here's what a day looks like in our new system…

When students arrive to school, they are responsible for hanging up their backpack, turning in 
their blue folder, and getting out their hand towel for the day.  Each student has their own 

cubby with a set of hand towels to last them the entire week. They also have a personal hook 
next to the sink where their towel lives during the day. 

Throughout the day your student might be in charge of the light switch, being our line leader, or 
our vacuum wizard for quick carpet clean ups!

Our line leader gets to 
stand on the “Super 
Special Square,” a 

sensory tile with blue 
liquid in it that moves 

around when you stand 
on it. The rest of the 

class lines up on “color 
dots” that are taped to 

the floor.



Instilling Independence & saving the world cont.
At snack and lunch time, students are responsible for getting out their cups, reusable straws, 
and utensils from their personal cubby of dishes.  After lunch, students are responsible for 
cleaning up their place, rinsing their dishes, and putting them into the dirty dishes basket.

At the end of the day, your child is in charge of two class jobs. Our jobs include table washers, 
chair washers, garbage man/woman, chair stacker, dish washer, and the job of re-setting the 

students morning greeting binders.

After all class jobs are complete, each student is responsible for putting their hand towel in the 
laundry basket before they leave to go home. The towels will be washed and dried each weekend 
(See how you can be a volunteer washer on page 2 ) On Monday’s during our functional/life 

skills training time our students will be learning how to fold their own towels and put them away 
to use the rest of the week.

Each student has 
their own unique 
color for dishes 

and towels

 Re-setting 
Morning Binders

Washing Tables 

 Loading the 
dishwasher

Trash Duty 

Stack 
Chairs

Washing 
Chairs



Weekly 
HOMEWORK

Beginning Monday August 13th, we are 
going to start sending home a weekly 
homework assignment. This worksheet 
contains one short activity a day for 
you to do with your child to facilitate 
parent-child academic interaction and 

help generalize skills we are working on 
at school to the home setting. The 
worksheets will be sent home on 

Monday’s and are due the following 
Monday. See “Parent Tips & Tricks for 

Weekly Homework” and sample 
homework assignment attached to 

this packet (Yellow Papers).

IMPORTANT: I know many of our 
students participate in outside 

therapies and other activities and 
those take precedence over 

homework. If your child is unable to 
complete his/her worksheet please just 
send it back with them to school and 
we will do it as part of morning work 

or centers 

Hands-on Learning

In the classroom, we use interactive 
SMART board learning activities and 

many re-useable interactive file-
folders/task boxes to practice our 

academic skills. These learning tools 
allow our students task repetition, the 
use of manipulatives, and are proven 
to be much more engaging. Because 
these materials and daily tasks stay 

at school and are not typically 
pictured; I would be happy to send 

some of our interactive tasks home so 
you can see your child in action with 

their academic centers. (With the only 
condition that you return them with all 
of the pieces.) Just let me know if this 
is something you would be interested 
in! I would also be willing to take and 

send videos of your students working 
with our hands-on learning materials if 

you would like!



Vaughan has a school-wide positive 
behavior intervention system where 

students earn red tickets for being a 
super student! Once the student earns a 

ticket, they write their name and teacher’s 
name on the back, and drop it in their 

grade-level box in the lobby! On Friday, the 
principals draw two names from each 

grade-level and those students get rocket 
bucks to spend in the school store!

Our class does an awesome job exhibiting 
super student behavior and loves to take 
trips to the lobby to drop our tickets in 
the boxes, but my goal is for them to be 

independent throughout the entire process. 
In order to give them total independence, 
I’ve started a new sticker system! Each 

student has a pack of stickers with their 
name that they can stick to the back of 

the ticket independently instead of having 
to “give back” the ticket for a teacher to 
write their name on it for them! We are 
excited about this change and would love 

for you to talk about being a super student 
with your child at home and ask your 

student if they earned any red tickets at 
school each week

A Super Students is…
Safe

Kind to Others

A leader

Respectful

Our Procedure

SUPER STUDENT RED Tickets



Check out 
your Super 
Students 

during their 
first week of 

school!

VES OPEN HOUSE


