
 
 

                          

 

Please consult the PTSA webpage for important information about 
our school: http://vaughanptsa.org/  

 

 
 
 
 

  

              
  
  
 

Ms. Maxwell’s Classroom Newsletter  

 

Rocket Blast!! 
Van is the top fund raising Kindergartener!!   Way 
to go Van!! Thank you all so much for your 

donations!   Collectively, we brought in 
$1181.25!!  We met our goal!  Thank you so 

much for sending in the donations for our class!!  

Any amount donated helps our school!  😊 Way to 

go team!!                               
                                    

                                      Our essential questions 

(EQ’s) for Language Arts are:  How can I become a 

stronger reader?  How can I identify the main 

characters?  How can I make connections to the 

stories I read? 
      This week, I modeled how to use pictures to 

help me understand the text. (This is one of the 3 

ways to read a book.)  I also modeled how to make 

a “connection” to the stories I read.   

(Text-to-self-connection-When I read a book and it 

makes me think of something that happened to me.   

Text-to-text connection-When I read a book and it 

makes me think of another book that I have read.)         

     We read the story, Chrysanthemum, by Kevin 

Henkes.     
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=29876 

 

     We compared ourselves to the main character, 

Chrysanthemum.  Then we discussed connections to 

this story.   Many students were able to connect that 

we love our name, have parents, and go to school 

just like Chrysanthemum.  (Text-to-self) After we 

read the story, students were able to illustrate 

themselves and Chrysanthemum.    
       While reading the book, Chrysanthemum, we 

practiced the Three Ways to Read a Book.  First, 

we picture walked, then we read the book, then we 

recalled the story!  Ask your child to recall the story 

Chrysanthemum.  Did your child like the story?  

What connections can your child make to the story?   
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Daily 5- EQ:  How can the Daily 5 help me 

become a strong independent reader and writer?  

This week, we began the 1st part of Daily 5…. READ 

TO SELF!  Students picked books that interested 

them and added them to their book boxes!  This was 

very exciting!!  During READ TO SELF, students are 

independent, start with urgency, stay in one spot, 

and they keep their eyes in the book.  During READ 

TO SELF, students are independent while teachers 

are working with students. 

Phonics EQ’s:  How can I recognize and name 

my letters? How do I recognize the sounds of my 

letters? What kind of lines make up my letters?  We 

focused on the letters & sounds of Ii, Jj, Kk, Pp, and 

Uu. We focused on the “ch” blend, too.   

     Something new this week, I showed students 

how to stretch words, like a rubber band.  For those 

students that are ready for this skill, this teaches 

them how to sound out 3 letter words.  Most of our 

peeps are still learning the letters & letter sounds.    

WritingEQ’s: How can I become a strong 

listener and writer?   Kindergarteners are expected 

to use drawings, letters & words in their writing.     

     Students are doing a great job drawing their 

illustrations and they are attempting to label too!  

You should begin to see a letter or two in their 

drawings that they bring home.  Sometimes, the 

letters match the sounds, sometimes, they don’t.  

That is the difference between a stage 2 and a stage 

3 writer.    Most of our peeps are a “Stage 2” 

writer now.    

(Our “writing stages” are on my blog. ☺) 

MathEQ’s: What does it mean to count objects 

and write my numbers, 0-10?  Students practiced 

counting using “one to one correspondence”.  (For 

more on this, please see the 2nd newsletter.)  This is 

a standard that we will practice all year, with the 

numbers getting higher as the year progresses. 

  This week, we continued to model how to make 

numbers in different ways!  For example, six can be 

made with your fingers, using 5 and 1, or 4 and 2, 

or 3 and 3.        

     To practice this skill, show your child a number 

with your fingers.  Ask them what the number is and 

then ask them to show you a different way to make 

the same number. Have a number talk with your 

child!   

 

 

 

Aug.30th, 2019 

Upcoming Events 
Mon. Sept. 2nd-Labor Day-No school 

Fri. Sept.13th-Zoophonics Parade-8:15am 

Mon. Sept. 23rd-Friday the 27th-Fall 

Break, No school- You are the memory 
maker, so go have some amazing 

memories with your family! 
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