
 
 

                          

 

Please consult the PTSA webpage for important information about 
our school: http://vaughanptsa.org/  

 

 
 
 
 

  

              
  
  
 

Ms. Maxwell’s Classroom Newsletter  

 
Rocket Blast!! 

Our Rocket Blast  is well under way!  Today we 
brought in $629.25!!  That is about $33. per child.  
We made our 1st goal of $33.00!  Thank you so 

much for sending in the donations for our class!!  

Any amount donated helps our school!  😊 Our 

second goal is $45. per child!  Go team!!                                 
                                    

                                      Our essential questions 

(EQ’s) for Language Arts are:  How can I become a 

stronger reader?  How can I make connections to the 

stories I read?  How can I identify the main 

characters? 
     Did you know there are 3 ways to read a book?  

(You may be thinking, but my child can’t read 

yet…YES they can!!)  Ask your child to name the 

three ways to read a book!   

1. Read the pictures-(Let them model this for 

you. Your child should look at the pictures 

and give many details, thinking about what 

they see in the picture….not just one word 

phrases!!  Model for them how to talk about 

the pictures.) 

2. Read the words 

3. Retell the story 

At this point, I am modeling how to: 

1.) Take a picture walk before I read 

2.) Use pictures to help me understand the 

text 

3.) Stretch out small words to help me read  

     Ask your child to show you how to take a picture 

walk.  (This helps with comprehension.)   
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     We read and compared two stories this week! One 

was by Audrey Penn, The Kissing Hand (recalled main 

details and re-read) and then we read, Raccoon Tune, 

by Howard Fine.  Ask your child which one they liked 

the best and have them tell you why! 

     We picture walked through the stories first, then 

we read the words, then we recalled the story.  We 

used the Three Ways to Read a Book! 

 

Phonics EQ’s:  How can I recognize and name 

my letters? How do I recognize the sounds of my 

letters? What kind of lines make up my letters?  We 

focused on the letters and the sounds of Gg, Mm, Ll, 

Hh, & Tt..  We analyzed our letters together and 

discussed the lines that the letters have and if they 

were tall, short, or long with a tail… We learned about 

the writing lines on our papers.  Our writing lines, on 

our paper, have a “sky line”, a “fence line” and a 

“ground line”.  We discussed that some letters touch 

all of the lines, while some only touch the “fence line” 

and the “ground line”, and some letters go below the 

ground line, with a tail. 

  

WritingEQ’s: How can I become a strong 

listener and writer?   Kindergarteners are expected to 

use drawings, letters and words in their writing.  We 

are starting off with our students labeling their 

pictures.  In kindergarten, labeling pictures is what 

good writers do.   

I modeled how to add many details to their picture 

and how to label pictures.  Now we are expecting our 

students to add many details and label their pictures.  

(Most of our students are labeling with one letter.  For 

example, b for ball.   A few of our students are 

labeling with words. If they have the ability to stretch 

the words out, we highly encourage them to stretch 

the word.)  

MathEQ’s: What does it mean to count objects 

and write my numbers, 0-10?  Students practiced 

counting using “one to one correspondence”.  (For 

more on this, please see the 2nd newsletter.)  This is a 

standard that we will practice all year, with the 

numbers getting higher as the year progresses. 
  This week, we modeled how to make numbers, 

different ways!  For example, six can be made with 

your fingers, using 5 and 1.  Can you think of a 

different way?  Ask your child to show you how!   

 

 

 

Aug.23rd, 2019 

Upcoming Events 
    Wed, Aug., 28th - 12:30 Dismissal –                    
    ASP is still available until 6:00pm.       
    Lunch is at 10:09-10:39. 

Fri. Aug. 23rd & Thurs. Aug 29- 
Collection days for Rocket Blast 

Fri., Aug., 30th - Rocket Blast!  (9:50-
10:40) 

Mon. Sept. 2nd-Labor Day-No school 

Mon. Sept. 23rd-Friday the 27th-Fall 
Break, No school- You are the memory 

maker, so go have some amazing 
memories with your family! 
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