
 
 

                          

 

Please consult the PTSA webpage for important information about 
our school: http://vaughanptsa.org/  

 

 
 
 
 

  

              
  
  
 

Ms. Maxwell’s Classroom Newsletter  

Wow!  This year is flying by already.  They say, 

time flies when we are having fun… 
THAT IS SO TRUE!! 

This group is such an amazing group!  Over the 
past 7 days, we have worked hard getting to 
know each other, getting use to the routines 

and procedures of the school, and building a 
great team!!  

Go TEAM!!! 
Speaking of teams…. At open house, I 
misinformed you about our Rocket Blast Pep 

Rally.  This “student only” pep rally is Monday, 
Aug., 19th.  On this day, students will come 

home with Rocket Blast information.   
If you were interested in volunteering for 
Rocket Blast on Aug. 30th, PTSA said that they 

would send a Sign Up Genius link next week.  If 
you don’t want to volunteer to help but want to 

come out and support your child, that is fine 
too!  You wouldn’t need to use the Sign Up 

Genius for that. Just come on out Aug. 30th!  😊            

 

Library information-We will go to the library 
every Thursday.  Students can check out one 

book and read it during the week and return it 
the next Thursday, during our library time. 
 

Our essential question (EQ) for Language Arts 
is:  How can I become a stronger reader?  How 

can I identify the main character?  This week, I 
modeled how to use pictures to help me 

understand the text.         (continued…) 
 

 

 

Language Arts 

 

OUR CLASS 
NEWS 

 

 

     We read two stories by David Shannon, No, 
David  and David Goes to School.   
     We looked at the pictures to figure out what 

was happening in the books we were reading, 
and we discussed the main character. 

      We also read, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by 
Bill Martin Jr., John Archambault, and Lois Ehlert. 
Using this book, we talked about capital and 

lower case letters and the lines that letters have 
(Diagonal, horizontal, vertical, and curvy).    

Phonics    EQ’s:  How can I recognize and 

name my letters? How do I recognize the sounds 
of my letters? What kind of lines make up my 
letters?  We analyzed our letters together and 

discussed the lines that the letters have. 
Student worked in collaborative groups and 

sorted letters by straight lines and curvy lines.   
We will begin writing letters next week.   

      Please keep in mind that handwriting can be 
very difficult for our “younger” writers.   As their 
muscles mature, this will get easier!        

Writing  EQ’s:  How can I become a 

strong listener and writer?   This week, students 
had independent writing assignments in which 

they wrote (drew) about any topic they wanted.  
We used these writing assignments to decide 
where our “writing stage” was!  Our 

kindergarteners always like this!   (Our “writing 
stages” are on my blog and parents looked at the 

writing stages during Open House. ☺) 
     In kindergarten, labeling pictures is what 
good writers do.  I modeled how to label pictures 

and we are now expecting our students to label 
their pictures.  (That’s what a Stage 3 writer 

does!)  If they can easily write their first sound, 
we encourage them to stretch the words and 

write other sounds that they hear.                                              

Math  EQ’s:  What does it mean to count 

objects?  How do I write my numbers, 0-5?  
Students learned how to count using “one to one 

correspondence”.  (That is counting objects with 
your finger, by placing your finger on an object 

and saying the new number name, with each 
new object.) 
 

 

 

Aug.9th, 2019 

Upcoming Events 
Wed., Aug. 14th-Picture day  

Wed, Aug., 28th - 12:30 Dismissal – 
Professional Learning Day–ASP is still 

available until 6:00pm. 

Fri. Aug. 23rd & Thurs. Aug 29- 

Collection days for Rocket Blast 

Fri., Aug., 30th - Rocket Blast!  (9:50-

10:40 is the time for our class but this 
may change….)  
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