Welcome to Mrs. Boone’s and Mrs. Ryan’s 5th Grade Class: December 1, 2011
General Information

 

· Ms. Bauser- Ms. Bauser has done a wonderful job in our classroom.  She will continue to be in our classroom until December 6th (her last day).  Please don’t forget to send in MONEY to help cover the cost of a small gift to show our THANKS to Ms. Bauser.  Please send in your $1 donation to Mrs. Goetz for Ms. Bauser’s class gift.
· Pinnacle:  Attention Parents: During the Reindeer Run from 8:30 until 10:00, we will be issuing usernames and passwords for Pinnacle access (4th and 5th grade students only) just outside the cafeteria in the lobby area. Pinnacle is an online program we are using to report grades; picking up this information will give you access to this program as well as a user guide. We are using Pinnacle 8.0. If you have students in MS or HS you will still need to get username information as it's a different program. Please be prepared to show a picture ID. If you will not be able to pick up the information during this time, we will be providing an alternate time in the future. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jennifer Ridgway, Assistant Principal, at Jennifer.Ridgway@cobbk12.org Thanks!   The alternate date is SMATH Night--Dec. 13th.
· Pinnacle Additional Info:  There is a link on our classroom blog that contains additional information about Pinnacle: Website, coding, etc.  Grades will be updated often.  Please monitor your child’s academic progress by checking the blog at least weekly.  Please let me know if you notice anything that you have a question about.  For those of you who were unable to attend, a separate date to pick up the Pinnacle information will be sent out in the near future.  
· Performing Arts:  We will be going out of school for a Performing Arts trip on Wednesday next week.  Please sign and return the permission slip tomorrow!
· Lunchroom Charges:  We have had a large number of students over the past month charging their lunch in the cafeteria.  You can visit MealPayPlus.com and sign up for a free e-mail reminder. You do need their student id to do this and Ms. Toni in the café can provide you with that information. It does not cost anything for an e-mail reminder, but it does cost if you put money on their account. 
· Reading Street:  Students received login information for Reading Street, an online book program.  Students may complete a book nightly or on a weekly basis.  Students can turn in the response page to show that the book has been read.  
· Friday Feature: Don’t forget to submit your Friday Feature information if you are interested!   Due Dates:   December 2nd: Kindergarten and 1st grades      February 3rd: 4th and 5th grades        March 2nd: 2nd and 3rd grades                 April 2nd: Kindergarten and 1st grades 

· Six Flags Six Hour Reading:  Students received their log today.  Students may return the signed and completed form when 6 hours have been recorded anytime before the February due date.  Students may record the same books on the Six Flags log as they do on the class reading log due on Fridays.  It would be great to have 100% participation!
· SMATH NIGHT: SMATH Night has been rescheduled to December 13th.  SMATH Night supply needed: TWIST TIES.  Please send them in to Mrs. Pitts classroom if you have any to donate.  Don’t forget to send in your RSVP!
· Blue Ridge:  Our Blue Ridge Trip will be during the week of March 21-23, 2012.  The first payment of approximately $85 was already due.  Please send the first payment in ASAP if you plan on your child attending.  The second payment of $85 will be due no later than January.  Information about the trip can be found on our Blog if you would like to begin filling out the paperwork.  Otherwise it will be sent home at a later date.  Blue Ridge has a website if you would like to check it out at www.blueridgeoec.com.  Please note, fifth graders do not participate in the Rock Wall.  We will be completing 5 day classes and 2 night classes while we are there, and more specific information will be sent home about the classes at a later time.
· Please check out the Vaughan and PTSA web site!  
· Skills Tutor: Login _____ (media key number), Password:  Cobb, Site:vaughan01 (new password).  
· CRCT Practice:  CRCT login information was sent home yesterday.  Although it is only October, it is never too early to start reviewing or reinforcing skills.  Your child is not required to use the CRCT online practice, but please keep the letter in a safe place for the future.  
· We are looking for the following donations, so please let us know if you are able to help.  Thank you in advance!!  Electronic Pencil Sharpener (Ours is broken (), emergency snacks, and GLADE Scented Oil Refills.  
Units of study

· Math:  Unit 2:  How do I find the mean, median, mode, and range for a set of data?  
· Assessment tomorrow over all fraction concepts covered so far.  
· Guided Math:  Fractions and review/extension skills from the 1st nine weeks.
· Students are showing progress with learning their multiplication facts, but we are still working towards 100% accuracy in 5 minutes.  The Wall of Fame has grown again!  
· Social Studies: New Unit:  Changing Nation- How did immigration, migration, and the expansion of industry impact American Culture?  
· Unit Test: Tuesday, December 6.  A review sheet and review powerpoint are posted to our class blog.    
· Science: Our next unit, Destructive and Constructive Forces, will begin next week.   
· Writing:  How do I write a friendly letter?
· Spelling: Unit 7 Test-Tuesday (root words with suffix –ian or –ion)
· Shurley English:  After the break:  Prepositions and Object of the Prepositions       
· Reading:  Guided Reading groups are determined by a variety of factors and will change often.  Students are reading Primary Source materials related to our Changing Nation unit.  We will finish the books/activities the week after Thanksgiving.  All activities are due tomorrow!
· Log due each Friday

· Turn in Book Scout forms to receive badge
· Reader’s Response Journal will be due Thursday, December 15th.  A sample journal is glued to the inside of your child’s response journal.  Below is more information about each portion of the journal.
· Introduction: Include the title, author, genre, and what you like about the book

· One visualization: Students will write about a part in their book when they could visualize (or picture in their head) what was happening in the story. 
· One question, in its own paragraph: Students will share what in the book triggered a question and what the question is. Then students will provide the answer to the question and whether it was found right there (explicit) or was a think about (implicit) answer.  Sometimes we have questions that don’t have an answer, but I would not like the students to share those with me.  We will call those “Huh?” questions.

· One connection, in its own paragraph:  Students will share what in the book triggered a connection and what the connection is.  Then students will provide the specific textual support for the connection.  Students will have to also tell what type of connection was made (text to self, text, or world).  Example: In the book Wartville Wizard,  the wizard picked up trash.  I made a connection because I helped people in my neighborhood pick up trash along the side of the road.  Text to self.
· Prediction: Write a prediction of what you think will happen in your book based on something that you have already read.  Write whether or not your prediction came true.  If your prediction cannot be answered based on how much you have read, and then write what you think will occur.
· Conclusion: Wrap up the letter, sign, and date the letter

Important Dates
November 

FLAG DUTY Continues/ Helpers to Mrs. Gospadereck’s Room Daily
      December 

1- Academic Updates sent home

6- Mrs. Boone out full day at inservice, Ms. Bauser’s LAST DAY (, Social Studies and Spelling Test

7- Performing Arts Field Trip to Symphony (Dress nicely)


8- Guidance


9-Super Specials AM


12- Language Arts Checkpoint


13-SMATH Night, Math Checkpoint

15-Science Checkpoint, Reader’s Response Journal Due


16-Spirit Day, 1st Nine weeks Math RETEST

20- 2nd nine week math Benchmark Test, 2nd nine week writing post due

22- End of 2nd nine weeks, Guidance Lesson


23-Winter Break Begins!!!


January


9-Teacher workday/Student Holiday


10-First day back from Winter Break, Math Pre Test 3rd nine weeks, Writing Pre 3rd nine weeks
Our vision at Vaughan Elementary School is to work together collaboratively with teachers, parents, students, and the community, embracing all differences and combining our strengths, to help the students reach their maximum learning potential.

Our mission at Vaughan Elementary School is to work as a community to meet the diverse learning needs of students in order to prepare them for success in a global economy.

Please feel free to send a note or e-mail anytime that you have a question or concern.  Nicola.boone@cobbk12.org and Marybeth.ryan@cobbk12.org 
Don’t forget to check our class website!  http://www.vaughanrockets.typepad.com/nicola_boone/home-page.html
