Welcome to Mrs. Boone’s and Mrs. Ryan’s 5th Grade Class:  August 25, 2011
General Information

· Newsletter:  This is the last hard copy of the newsletter that will be sent home.  Please let me know if you do not receive the electronic copy of the newsletter today.  Beginning next week, the newsletters will be posted to our Blog on Thursday afternoon and an email will be sent to let you know.  

· Open House:  Open House for 5th grade is September 13th at 6:00 (Parents only please).  We hope that everyone is able to make it!

· If you have not already done so, please send in the letters about your child.  The information you provide will help us make your child's transition into fifth grade an enjoyable one.  Information about the letter was included in the Sneak-a-Peek packet, but please let us know if you need an additional copy.  

· We are looking for the following donationsl, so please let us know if you are able to help.  Thank you in advance!!  Bird feeder (the one that we have outside our window is broken (), bird food, emergency snacks, and GLADE Scented Oil Refills.  
· Volunteers:  We will be contacting individuals shortly that volunteered to help with our class.  We are in need of someone to organize our Fall Auction Basket for the Fall Festival.  Please let me know if you are able to help us.  A BIG THANK YOU to Mrs. Goetz who has volunteered to be our Room Mom for the year!
· Performing Arts Permission Slip:  Please return the permission slip that was sent home in the Cobb County folder if you have not already done so.  

· Snacks:  We only have a few emergency snacks, so please be sure that your child has their own snack daily.  

· Thank you for checking and signing your child’s agenda and Path to Success daily.  Any behavior comments for the day will be on the Path to Success.   Feel free to write a note at any time and place it in the “Notes” sheet protector.  The children are responsible for emptying the “Notes” section every morning.    

· The specials schedule is posted in the classroom weekly as well as on our class blog.  Gym shoes should always be worn on PE.  
· Homework will be assigned daily.  Students should read nightly (even if it is not written in the agenda).  Students should practice multiplication facts weekly for mastery 0-12.  You can practice facts with your child at any time: waiting in traffic, walking to practice, flash cards, etc.  Reading nightly is also required.  
· All transportation changes should be placed in the “Notes” section of your child’s binder to be given to Mrs. Boone or Mrs. Ryan during morning work.  Only written notes will be accepted this year.  
· We will be wrapping up our day around 1:50.  The school wide read aloud is active in all classrooms between 2:00-2:10, with the dismissal process beginning at 2:10. If your child requires to be picked up early, please do so before 2:00.  I will attempt to have your child packed and waiting for you in the office if I know your child’s check out time.  
· Please check out the Vaughan web site!  A special THANK YOU again to PTSA for providing Vaughan’s agendas and Thursday folders!

Units of study

· Math:  What patterns and relationships exist in our base 10 system?  Students studied factors and divisibility rules this week.  We will have a short quiz tomorrow over listing factors and identifying the numbers as prime or composite.  Students are responsible for knowing the divisibility rules for numbers 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10.  Next week we will study multiples and place value.  
· Practice those multiplication facts! Students will take a multiplication timed test (facts 0-12) weekly.  Please practice a few minutes nightly with your child. 

· Skills Tutor:  Students are using the website www.myskillstutor.com in the classroom.  Students are able to access the website from home to use as well.  The website allows for students to practice skills in a variety of subject areas (Math, Language Arts, and Reading).  I will be checking the students’ progress at various times during the week.  Using the program at home is optional, but a great resource.  

· Social Studies:  How did events in history lead to the start of the Civil War?  Ms. Bauser’s first unit to teach is SS, and she will continue our Civil War unit beginning Monday.  
· Writing:  How do I write a narrative piece using all of the appropriate elements?   Our unit begins next week.  Students have done a wonderful job with their ABC About Me booklets and their All About Me posters.  They are excited to have you read them at Open House.     
· Spelling: Spelling: Sort 1-Students have a list in their agenda.  The test is Tuesday, August 30th.   
· Shurley English:  We are very excited to start our Shurley English unit.  We were impressed with the students and their knowledge of our first three jingles: Noun, Verb, and Sentence.  Those new to the jingles will catch on quickly.  We will classify our first sentences soon. 
· Science:  We will complete an entire unit of SS and then begin a Science Unit.  Science will begin around September 12th with a study of the Scientific Method and Matter.  
· Reading:  We will begin Guided Reading and Centers next week.  Guided Reading groups are determined by a variety of factors and will change often.  

· Students were given a reading log today to track their weekly reading progress.  The log can be updated nightly or weekly, but must be turned in every Friday.  Students are expected to read a total of 25 books by the end of the school year.  A book is considered 125 pages, so sometimes a student’s book may count for more than one depending on the number of pages.  

· Students also received the information for our Book Scout project for the year.  Please discuss the project with your child and help promote nightly reading at home.  

Important Dates
September 
1-  Guidance Lesson

2-  Fall Pictures

5 - Labor Day - No School
6- CFA Night 5:30-7:30

12- Stevie Bs Night

13- Open House

14-End of 4 ½ weeks
October  
4- CFA Night 5:30-7:30

10- Stevie Bs Night

14- End of 1st nine weeks
10-14- ITBS Testing

your vision at Vaughan Elementary School is to work together collaboratively with teachers, parents, students, and the community, embracing all differences and combining our strengths, to help the students reach their maximum learning potential.

Our mission at Vaughan Elementary School is to work as a community to meet the diverse learning needs of students in order to prepare them for success in a global economy.

Please feel free to send a note or e-mail anytime that you have a question or concern.  Nicola.boone@cobbk12.org and Marybeth.ryan@cobbk12.org 
Don’t forget to check our class website!  http://www.vaughanrockets.typepad.com/nicola_boone/home-page.html
